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THE BENEFICE OF THE WINTERBOURNES
AND COMPTON VALENCE

Priest-in-Charge Canon Harold Stephens
(Team Rector of the Dorchester Benefice)

Team Vicar  Prebendary John Good
The Rectory, Martinstown DT2 9JZ Telephone 01305 889466

e-mail johngood.martinstown@hotmail. co. uk
The Parish of the Winterbournes
Each Parish Church retains its own local committees, but there is now a 
single Parochial Church Council for Abbas, Martinstown, and Steepleton
Churchwardens
Dick Corbett-Winder 889410 Bruce Robertson
John Crawford 889377 Martin Hartley 889239
PCC Hon. Secretary  Rosemary Duke 889555
PCC Hon. Treasurer  Bruce Robertson
The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden   Jeremy Russell  01308 482227
PCC Hon. Secretary  Tessa Russell   01308 482227

Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for 
Baptism, Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit. The Clergy would 
welcome being kept informed when people are ill or in distress, and have 
answer phones for you to leave a message.

If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public 
prayer of the Church, we are glad to do this as long as the permission of 
the person involved is assured.

Harold and John usually take Thursday as a day-off
Normal Weekday Services are:-
       Monday-Friday    08.30-8.50 Morning Prayer at Martinstown
                              08.15  Most Fridays MP Winterbourne Abbas

FROM THE REGISTERS
On 26 March at Martinstown Parish Church

Funeral Office and burial for Ernest William (Bill) Pett
On 8 April at Winterbourne Steepleton Parish Church

Funeral Office and burial for Cynthia Maria Martin
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SUNDAY READINGS FOR MAY
1st May 2nd of Easter  Acts 2: 14a, 22 - 32
     1 Peter 1: 3 - 9
     John 20: 19 - 31
8th May 3rd of Easter  Acts 2: 14a, 36 - 41
     1 Peter 1: 17 - 23
     Luke 24: 13 - 35
15th May 4th of Easter  Acts 2: 42 - 47
     1 Peter 2: 19 - 25
     John 10: 1 - 10
22nd May 5th of Easter  Acts 7: 55 - 60
     1 Peter 2: 2 - 10
     John 14: 1 - 14
29th May 6th of Easter  Acts 17: 22 - 31
     1 Peter 3: 13 - 22

     John 14: 15 - 21
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May 2011

This year marks the four hundredth anniversary of the King James Bible.
Possibly pre-eminent among translations of the Scriptures into English it 
has done much to shape our language, turn of phrase and imagery , culture, 
mind-set, and principles. Its provenance is fascinating, and illustrated well 
in recent television documentaries. Derek Wilson’s book “The People’s 
Bible (Lion @ £14.99) is well worth borrowing or buying as another and 
lasting insight into “The Authorised Version” and the King and Society 
which shaped it. 

Bible Sunday is celebrated in October. Before then we are invited to share 
in creating “The Dorchester Gospel” a project of Anglican Churches of 
Dorchester producing a hand-written and illustrated copy of St Luke’s 
Gospel. Our School is to be involved, the hope is everyone will write a verse 
(or two) of the twenty-four chapters; the result will be bound, and a copy 
presented to this Benefice.

An outline plan for a Valley Festival in June 2012 is printed this month so 
as to invite your reaction and response. There is much talent in our villages, 
and it is hoped celebrating Community at the time of Diamond Jubilee and 
London Olympics will inspire, refresh, encourage, and give much 
enjoyment. The steering committee members reflect different groups, 
interests and activities in the Valley. More details on the website.

I write this letter on the evening of Palm Sunday to catch the deadline for 
printing. In today’s morning’s brilliant sunshine over sixty people of all 
ages walked from Steepleton to Abbas behind a donkey to celebrate Jesus’ 
arrival as Messiah in Jerusalem; and tonight a Choral Evensong with two 
anthems. It is good to have had such a positive response at the beginning of 
the Church’s most intense and solemn week. I hope many too share Easter 
joy as the familiar stories of Resurrection unfold again week by week in 
May.
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DREAMS & VISIONS - Festival 2012
PROPOSED PLAN
Sat. 2 June following national events and celebrations

Hog Roast on Martinstown Green  . Drama-off-a-cart. Fireworks
Sun. 3 June Special services. Afternoon concert with tea
Mon. 4 June Sporting events:- Inter-Village five-a-side football,

cricket match, tug-o-war; walk/run/cycle; Drama-off-a cart
Tue. 5 June Village boundaries walk

Bumper Fete at Steepleton Manor, Children’s Fancy Dress, 
Drama off-a-cart, Evening Barn Dance

Fri. 8 June An event from an outside Arts Group
All week 2-9June
�FLOWERS AT ABBAS & STEEPLETON “Interpreting Diamond 
Jubilee”, Sovereignty, Jubilee (freedom and rejoicing), and Diamonds.
ART AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
SCARECROWS IN THE VILLAGES Cup in memory of Dennis Legg.

Scarecrow workshop         
ALTAR CLOTH FOR ABBAS - (A project for 2011-2012)

 CULTURAL OLYMPICS Theatre
 DRAMA OFF-A-CART History of the villages/humour (20        
 mins max)

Local script and actors Three performances ?
 MUSIC - Local singers and musicians

Gallery Music at Abbas and Steepleton
Sunday music – special settings and gathered choir.

Next meeting Friday 20May at 7 pm Rectory. If you want to contribute 
or be involved please feel free to come to the meeting

100 CLUBS
MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE HALL

  March  £25 Polly Harris
  £10 Elaine Herbert  £5 Roger Berry

COMPTON VALENCE VILLAGE HALL
  March  £25 John Tweed
  £10 Chris Bennett £5 Hewetson Family

  April  £25 Megan Johnson
  £10 Goode Family £5 John Johnson
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Mental Illness and Martinstown
I have received an appeal from Mark Meyer who was born and 
grew up in Rew Lane, Martinstown. His detailed personal account 
of suffering mental illness supports his appeal to raise funds for the 
charity Rethink. It was their unwavering help and support that 
saved him after a tragic mental breakdown. For details of Rethink 
please visit www.rethink.org and to sponsor Mark’s efforts visit 
www.justgiving.com/Mark-Meyer Thank you.

Brian B, Editor

The Way Ahead
Jinga Cottage

Grove Hill
Martinstown DT2 9JP

Telephone 01305 889895 e-mail braidwood@braidwood.org.uk

May 2011

Last month I forgot the old adage that “Behind every hard-
working man is a harder working woman!” I now acknowledge that 
Roger’s efforts in distribution are exceeded by Elaine’s. Also, thank you 
Marianne G for “Laughter in Court” which many readers enjoyed. More 
on page 23.
 This time, by special request, a donkey is rescued on page 26 and 
a lighter piece by Arthur Singleton is on page 27.
 WDDC has plans for Martinstown Conservation Area on page 26.
 Open Gardens weekend and the associated Flower Show are 
looking for your support. I just hope the weather is better than the 
torrential rain when Sonia and I moved to Martinstown!
 As there was no winner for the April teaser there will be two cans 
of Guinness on offer this time. In teaching terms I think the teaser rates 
about Key Stage 3!! A young winner may have a soft drink if they are not 
keen on Guinness.
 I was sorry to hear of the Brownies’ demise on page 13 but await 
Lisa’s cunning plan with interest!
 Finally, lose weight on a Fun Run and put it back at the PTFA 
BBQ after the Duck Race on Sunday 15th May.

Brian B.
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Here's hoping you all enjoyed the Easter holidays; we had lots of fun 
with the children making Easter cards, and boxes with Easter eggs and 
nests. We would welcome any ideas from members/non members 
regarding ideas for fun days out, now the weather is picking up. 
Sessions cost £1.50 for one child or £2.00 for two or more children - 
this includes a drink and snack for the child and a tea/coffee and 
biscuits or cake for the adults. Just come along or call me for more 
details. We are open every week and only close for Bank Holidays. 
For more information please contact me,

Laura Sanders on 01305 889619 or 07887 802445

Thank you to everyone who bought a copy of our quiz, due to the huge 
demand we extended the date and final entries have just arrived, we will 
be marking them and the winner will be announced in the next edition. 
We have now broken up for the Easter Holidays, but are looking 
forward to lots of outdoor activities next term- starting with Camp.
Please remember if you are 10-14 years old and you want to come and 
have some fun every Thursday night give Alison a ring on 813804 or 
Fiona on 261897, we have plenty of space and would welcome new 
guides.

Yours in Guiding, Fiona, Alison & Emily
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WINTERBOURNE VALLEY CE VA FIRST SCHOOL PTFA

May 2011
Hello everyone

We had a fantastic result with the Chocolate Bingo and Raised 
£231-50P. A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped and donated 
chocolate and raffle prizes and especially to the main organisers Elaine and 
Phil Riley and our bingo caller Ced who is always so willing to give up his 
time to help us, as well as the Village Hall committee for letting us borrow 
the bingo equipment.

At our last meeting it was agreed that the PTFA would fund the visit 
of the Vardo to the school which all the children enjoy.  If you are clueless 
as to what I mean the Vardo is the Romany caravan that has been parked in 
the school field for the weeks before Easter and allows the children to learn 
about a different culture and way of life.  We will also be funding the Life 
Education Van that visits the school each  year and gives tailor-made lessons 
to each of the years. 

The next events coming up are the Fun Run and Duck Race.  These 
will take place on Sunday the 15th May.  The run starts at 10.30am outside 
Martinstown Church (please note the slightly later start time) and the Duck 
Race will take place at 11.30am in the river outside the Brewer's Arms.  This 
is followed by a BBQ in the Brewer's Arms garden at Noon.  This event is 
always great fun and a good social time for parents/carers and children so we 
look forward to seeing you all there.  We give our thanks to John and Jackie 
at the Brewer's Arms for allowing us to use the garden yet again and for all 
the help they give prior to and on the day.  As usual ducks will be for sale for 
£1 before the event throughout the villages and via the school as well as on 
the day.  A reminder to anyone wishing to attend – children remain the 
responsibility of their parents/carers at all times.  These events do take place 
near roads and water and we want everyone to enjoy themselves and stay 
safe.

The Summer Fayre will be on Saturday the 25th June at the 
school – 11am – 2pm. This is a big event for us and any help will be 
appreciated.  Also, if any local businesses would like to donate prizes for the 
raffle please contact me on the number below.  We also try to have local stall 
holders, particularly craft, so if you are interested please contact me on the 
number below.

Lesley Lewis, Chairperson, Winterbourne Valley PTFA

 01305 889134
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A Memorable Mileater “Meal”
One glorious spring morning, more like midsummer than early April, 13 
of us plus Fred the collie, led by Dave and Wendy Durrant, set off from 
Came Down on a circular coastal five mile ramble.

We walked past the golf course, with no envious glances at the golfers in 
their buggies, turned into Came Wood, then through open grassy fields 
and past the famous Culliford tree clump. Our leader stopped to give the 
largest tree a traditional hug; he said it made him feel happy! As our walk 
proceeded eastwards, and then south, the vistas over the whole of 
Weymouth Bay and Portland were tremendous, seen under a cloudless 
bright blue sky and in brilliant sunshine. We saw distant deer and stopped 
by a convenient wooden bench and wondered if its worth would be vastly 
increased in fifteen months’ time? Our concern over potential 
commercial gain was much greater a little further on, when Gerald Duke 
turned around an abandoned old sofa, actually on the coast path, so that 
it faced the Olympic Arena. He reckoned £20 per ten minutes sit would 
be about right for seating accommodation in such comfort and with such 
a view!

We all became ardent naturalists over our lunch stop, facing the sea and 
Coombe Valley slopes. What we at first thought was a buzzard circling 
above turned out to be a red kite. It was lunch time too for the red kite, 
but he lost his victim as he soared, then returned to pick it up in front of 
us. We saw swallows too, the first of the season - summer must have 
arrived.

We continued westwards along the coast path to Bincombe village, 
remarking on the marvels of the new road engineering in the distance, and 
then we turned up and inland back to Came Down. Unfortunately at this 
point your correspondent’s sole (not soul) caused her trouble, and it 
became detached from the boot’s upper. However, Margaret Barden, ever 
resourceful, found she had a post-office red elastic band and this was 
sufficient to keep the sole to the boot and so your informant was able to 
complete the walk, more or less intact.

Why not join the Mileaters, who have been exploring the county on foot 
for almost twenty years? We walk once a fortnight, no membership fee, 
just enthusiasm.

Margaret Hearing
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DENNIS LEGG 1933-2011
Should the majority of us give any serious thoughts of meeting our 
ancestors we would no doubt realise that our genes were mostly a 
complicated mixture. However, when thinking about the late Dennis 
Legg, just one word springs to mind – “Darzet”. Anything else might 
be covered by West Country for his family lived in the Broadwindsor 
area close to neighbouring Devon and Somerset.
It was here that Dennis grew up with the love of working on the land 
and of course the family garden which provided an abundance of fruit 
and vegetables and no doubt a pig or two as was customary amongst 
country folk.
He could turn his hand to all those skilled agricultural jobs but his main 
interest lay in sheep with flock management on grassland or arable 
with busy times at lambing and shearing in all weather conditions.
As a member of a contract sheep-shearing gang Dennis travelled all 
over Dorset until the day that fate took a hand and they were hired to 
shear the flock at Clandon Farm. Here the shepherd Joe Belt was 
assisted by his daughter Betty who caught Dennis’s eye. When she 
refused to tell him her name he told her that he would call her Joanna 
which she remained for the rest of her life!
Martinstown memories started when they made their home in St 
Martin’s Field where his gardening talents were the envy of all who 
passed that way or the delight of many who availed themselves of his 
surplus produce.
The local Garden and Craft Society continued to flourish when Dennis 
became Chairman and the Annual Show could easily have held its own 
with any famous national events. It was no surprise that he won every 
First Prize rosette and cup for despite our valiant efforts we could not 
beat a Master Gardener especially when it came to onions. A true 
Gardening Guru who could have run his own TV show to provide hints 
on raising early crops in greenhouse and polytunnels not to mention the 
blaze of colour from dahlias and chrysanthemums.
Amazingly he even found time to go square dancing and play bowls, 
whilst as a carpenter he produced many “Des Res” nest boxes and bird 
tables galore and even a splendid dovecote. Maybe he was even better 
known for his scarecrows from individuals to entire families depending 
on what clothes he had found at a local jumble sale.
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The local fete will never be the same again without Dennis resplendent in 
bowler hat and striped apron presiding over the “Dog & Burger” stall.
He was an unsung hero by driving neighbours to hospital and other 
appointments or helping in many other quiet ways to make life easier for 
them.
A wonderful man who touched the lives of so many in our community 
and beyond. It is true that when they made Dennis they broke the mould 
for we shall never quite see his like again and no words of mine can do 
justice to a remarkable man.

Maureen Marchant

“MY DARZET HOME ”
Every now and then my heart will sigh
for my Darzet home of days gone by

when milking was done by milk-maids hand
and dipped from churn with a metal can.

From Pilsdon Pen to Portland Bill
shingled beach to heather-covered hill

wild daffodils turn the field to gold
and snowdrops break the winter’s hold.

Waddon, Lewesdon and Pilsdon stand
gently protecting this precious land.
They hold the secrets of long ago

when stone-age Man his crop did grow.

Across the meadow stands the shepherd’s hut;
in the farmyard noisy chickens strut.
On Eggardon Hill the cowslips grow

whilst lambs skip and jump in fields below.

Those were the days of my childhood years
surrounded by love and shielded from fears.

No matter where in the world I roam
my heart holds safe memories of my Darzet home

Dennis Legg who died in March 2011
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WINTERBORNE ST.MARTIN PARISH COUNCIL
28th March 2011

A large number of people attended the March meeting. The Chairman 
asked all present to stand for a few minutes silence in memory of Bill Pett 
who died the week before and had been an active and valued member of 
the council over the last few years.
It soon became obvious that the major cause for such a large attendance 
was the proposed Park and Ride scheme proposed for Monkey’s Jump. 
Everybody present felt that this detrimental to the village, in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty where there are already proposals for an 
anaerobic digester only 200 yards from this scheme, would create traffic 
difficulties on the C53 particularly for residents trying to get to 
Dorchester and for pedestrians at Mallards Green trying to get to the 
village as there is no footpath on the road and we felt traffic volume 
would increase if  with Weymouth commuters likely to come to the site 
via Upwey in increased numbers. One of the justifications for the scheme 
being that these commuters working in Dorchester need some where to 
park, the 2 trains per hour rail service apparently being forgotten and not 
mentioned in the appraisal. It was decided that a flyer should be sent to 
each house in the valley asking occupants who opposed the scheme to 
write personally to the planning authorities with copies to HRH Prince 
Charles as the Landlord and to Oliver Letwin. The Clerk will arrange a 
meeting in the Village Hall where those proposing the plan can present 
and we can question and explain our feelings. The date will be posted on 
the Village website and in the Village notice boards.
The next major worry was the shop which we finally learnt on the day of 
the meeting was not going to be taken over. The group of four members 
who had been tasked with looking at the possibility of a community shop 
stated what they had found out to date and the next move is to call a 
Village meeting to establish a committee to take this forward using the 
findings to date as a starting post. The Clerk will arrange this meeting in 
the Village hall when all parties who are needed to take this forward can 
attend.
The Chairman report we had been accepted into the CPRE plan for 
Village clean up and this will bring in 100 pounds per year. All we need 
to do is take photos of our village cleaning and send them to CPRE. The 
next clean up was set for 9th April.
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Finally dogs mess returned to the table or rather the footpaths and the path 
to Badgers wood highlighted as being particularly bad. All Villagers are 
asked to remind fellow residents that fouling is a civic offence if they see 
it happening and no clean up taking place.
The meeting closed at 9.00pm.

Patrick Jeffery, Chairman
*************************************************** ****

May 2011

At our AGM in April Jill Pearce stood down after three years as 
President.  Cerry McQueen (Secretary) and Jan Griffiths (Treasurer) also 
stood down after many years of loyal service and all were warmly 
thanked.    Margaret Hearing was elected as   President and we are 
grateful that the Institute will continue in her experienced and capable 
hands.

At our meeting on 11th May we will be the hosts for the 
Casterbridge Group meeting when Mrs Patricia Goodwin will be giving 
an illustrated talk – “Puttin’ on the Blitz” – pre-war thirties glamour, 
forties fashions and wartime words.  In keeping with the theme of the 
evening we are asked to bring a memento of the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s to be 
displayed – a photo, record, piece of clothing or jewellery.

Scrabble – Thursday 5th May at 1 Hardy Close.
Angela Barrett

WI SUMMER OUTING
Wednesday, 8th June to

SIDMOUTH & PECORAMA GARDENS AT BEER
Depart Martinstown at 9.15 

Free time in Sidmouth, visit to Gardens in the afternoon
(Including mile long train ride on Beer Heights Light Railway)

Cost: £15 inc. driver’s tip
Over 80s: £7.50  (free entry to Pecorama)

Arrive back in Martinstown around 5 pm

To book contact Eileen on 889459 All welcome.
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THE VALLEY CLUB
On March 21st we held our AGM where the past year’s events 

were outlined and the finances were discussed. It was agreed that 
membership fees should rise from £5 to £7 per person. Although we 
now have around 50 members, new members are always welcome. The 
Committee were thanked for their support during the year and we are 
grateful to Jean Berry, once again, for producing our leaflet setting out 
the programme of events for 2011/2012. 

Following the AGM, John Tweed, Chief Executive of the 
Weymouth & Portland National Sailing Academy, gave a most 
interesting and informative presentation on Olympics 2012. The 
WPNSA was the first Olympic venue to be ready and will stage a 
number of world-class events in the run up to the games. With some of 
the best small boat sailing waters in the world, this is the ideal place to 
hold the Olympic sailing events. The Academy has already been 
collecting plenty of accolades, including an award for the development 
of the site in an environmentally-friendly manner. The Academy also 
runs a project with a charity called the Chesil Trust, where Dorset 
school children in their last year of primary school are given the chance 
to sail for £5. Disabled access to the facilities also earned the Academy 
a distinction award in an architectural competition organised by the 
International Olympic and Paralympic Committee. The Nothe Gardens 
in Weymouth will be the official viewing site for the 2012 Olympic 
Sailing events.

Our next meeting will be on Monday May 23rd at 8.00pm in 
Martinstown Village hall when Sarah Harbige will give us a 
PowerPoint presentation on the “South Dorset Ridgeway Project”. This 
project is shortly coming to an end so Sarah will outline all the work 
which has been undertaken, including the human remains which were 
unearthed when the Weymouth Relief Road was under construction.

On Tuesday June 21st we will be visiting Stock Gaylard House 
near Sherborne. We will be travelling by private cars and will leave 
Martinstown at approximately 1.30pm. This visit will cost £8 per person 
for entrance and tea. If you wish to be included on this trip please give 
your name to Eileen Fisher – tel. 889584 - by 27th May.

Pat Willetts 889597
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MARTINSTOWN CRICKET CLUB
We are at the start of another cricket season and if you would like to be 
involved in any way, Martinstown Cricket Club will be very pleased to 
welcome you. We have three youth teams playing in the local leagues as 
well as softball cricket for the very young and both league and friendly 
matches for the adults, so whatever your age or standard there will be 
cricket for you. We are also always on the look-out for those who would 
like to umpire, score or help the club in any other way. Of course, if you 
would just like to come along and watch you will be equally welcome. 
What better way to spend a summer’s afternoon?. If you would like more 
information or a fixture card please contact Club Captain John O’Brien 
tel. 01305 889345 or e-mail mclarke35@btinternet.com

BBQ AND AUCTION OF PROMISES
BREWERS ARMS on Sunday 29th May at 7pm

The club will be holding a BBQ and Auction of Promises at the Brewers 
Arms Martinstown (thanks to John and Jackie) on Sunday May 29th from 
7 p.m. If there is something you could offer which you feel would make 
a suitable ‘lot’ for the auction please let us know. We always say we can 
auction (almost) anything and in previous years we have had a wide 
variety of goods and services donated. All profits go to club funds. 
Everyone is welcome to come along on the evening and if previous years 
are a guide, everyone should have a really good time. For further details 
or to offer something for the auction, please contact Mike Clarke – tel. 
01305 889364 or mclarke35@btinternet.com

Church Notices gleaned by Eileen H.
“The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals”
“The morning sermon - Jesus walks on water.
The sermon tonight – Searching for Jesus.”
“Don’t let worry kill you off – let the Church help”
“Next Thursday will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help 
they can get”
“Please place your donations in the envelope along with the 
deceased person you want remembered.”
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MORE LAUGHTER IN COURT

Lawyer:- How was your first marriage terminated?
Witness:- By death.
Lawyer:- By whose death was it terminated?”

***********************************
Lawyer:- Can you describe the individual?
Witness:- He was about medium height and had a beard.
Lawyer:- Was this a male or a female?

***********************************
Lawyer:- What gear were you in at the moment of the impact?
Witness:- Gucci sweats and Reeboks.

***********************************
Lawyer:- This “Myasthenia gravis” – does it affect your memory at all?
Witness:- Yes.
Lawyer:-And in what ways does it affect your memory?
Witness:- I forget.
Lawyer:- You forget. Can you give us an example of something you 
forgot?

***********************************
Lawyer:- Now doctor, isn’t it true that when a person dies in his sleep, 
hw doesn’t know about it until the next morning?
Witness:- Did you actually pass the law exams?

***********************************
Lawyer:- Doctor, before you performed the autopsy, did you check for a 
pulse?
Witness:-No
Lawyer:- Did you check for blood pressure?
Witness:- No
Lawyer:- Did you check for breathing?
Witness:- No
Lawyer:- So, then it was possible that the patient was alive when you 
began the autopsy?
Witness:- No
Lawyer:- How can you be so sure, Doctor?
Witness:- because his brain was sitting in a jar on my desk.
Lawyer:- But could the patient have been alive nevertheless?
Witness:- It is possible he could have been alive and practicing law.”
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POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT DATES
AND MEMBERS

We are looked after by our
Community Beat Officer Sandy Redford (PC178) assisted by

Sarah Pilcher (PCSO 5410)

On Wednesday 11th May  Sarah will be  at Stevens Farm shop 
from 1pm to 1.45pm - at Manor Grove Community Centre from 
1.45pm to 2.30pm and on Thursday 12th at Coach & Horses from 
11-12. 

All visits are subject to operational commitments.
 Your Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) members are Sandy 
and Sarah (both above) plus Sgt 1742 Steve Yeoman 

MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
News and events

ANN MATTHEWS Telephone 889248
FUN, EXCITEMENT, EXERCISE

WITH SHORT MAT BOWLING

The equipment can now be booked with the 
hall through Tessa Clark. So - why not get a 

group of friends together one day? 

BINGO ON FRIDAYS
13th  & 27th  May

Please come along and bring a friend.

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
The Booking Secretary is Tessa Clark

Telephone 889493   Please call between 9am and 8pm only)
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*OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND
9th – 10th July

 Without your help and gardens, this event will not happen. So – 
if you will open your garden, please let me know as soon as possible (Tel 
889248). We have already lined things up for the weekend. One of them 
is the Casterbridge Male Voice Choir. They will bring the weekend to a 
close with a concert in the church at 7.30pm. I believe they are also 
bringing a lady soloist – more news in due course.

Ann Matthews

Small Ad in a Dublin paper!
Lost – a valuable vase - with picture depicting Venus and Adonis 
in the Donnybrook Road between 10 and 11 last Saturday night.
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MARTINSTOWN CONSERVATION AREA
Local people are invited to have their say on a draft character 

study of Martinstown’s conservation area and a proposal to extend the 
boundary of the conservation area. Conservation areas are places of 
special architectural or historic interest that are given protection to ensure 
that people can continue to enjoy their character for years to come.

West Dorset District Council is responsible for deciding which 
places should be conservation areas and for ensuring that they are 
preserved or enhanced. Residents can have their say on the draft study 
from 10 May to 8 July 2011. The draft study and comments form are 
available on www.dorsetforyou.com website. Copies can also be 
collected from the Parish Church.

On Thursday 2 June from 12.30pm to 7pm, district 
council officers will be on hand in the village hall to answer questions 
about the draft study. For more information e-mail planning@westdorset-
dc.gov.uk or phone 01305 251010

WORRY

It's cold and dark and I'm standing alone
On a wet, boggy pasture I have to call home

If I try to lie down my coat gets all wet
And although I am freezing I'm covered in sweat.

I'm worried.
I'm scared that I won't be alive for the dawn

I'm starving, with no chance to eat till the morn
And sleep seems impossible, I'm so very cold

I'm not very big and I don't think I'm old.
I’m shivering.

I was helped to a stable, so warm and so clean
Given hay and water - the best meal I've seen

And they bathed my feet and I felt this was heaven
For God had found me sanctuary in Devon.

And I never had to worry again.
Poem written by Dr Elisabeth Svendsen, MBE

Founder of The Donkey Sanctuary, Sidmouth, Devon at Sidmouth, Devon
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Royal British Legion. (Abbotsbury & Portesham Branch)

The Branch Annual Dinner was held at the Marquis of Granby, Chickerell. 
Guests were RBL Dorset County Chairman John Hurst, Mrs.Jillian Hurst, a 
Royal Marine and a Corporal of The Rifles accompanied by his wife.  After a 
short address by the County Chairman in which he congratulated the branch on 
its activities, both in welfare and social aspects, he presented our Branch 
Chairman, John Perry with a framed "County Certificate of Appreciation". 
John Perry announced that the branch was donating a cup to the Chesil 
Scouting Association, whose representatives Joan Halls and Maureen Adams 
were on hand to receive it.
Branch Certificates were awarded and presented. Branch President Ron Beale 
was presented with a gift token by the Chairman to mark his 90th birthday. Mrs 
Pat Perry presented Mrs Peggy Beale with a bouquet of flowers to mark their 
69th wedding anniversary.
Our May meeting is at Strangways Hall, Abbotsbury at 7.30 pm on 19 May
when Peter Cadogan will talk about the international charity "Wateraid". - £2 
to include tea/coffee.
RBL National Conference, Telford 21/22 May, when our delegate will be 
Branch Secretary Steve James.
On 30 June we meet at Portesham Methodist Hall at 7.30 pm to hear local 
author Kay Townsend tell us about "Wartime on the Fairgrounds". 
5 - day tour of “The Fens” on 29 September, visiting Sandringham Royal 
Estate and Burleigh House etc. Any profits to charity. Detailed itinerary from 
and all enquiries to:-

Des Baker Branch Entertainments Chairman
305 267617 or email "aveswood@sky.com"

*************************************************** *****
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CHESIL BEACH - Events in May

Sun 1 May Spring Birds
Join a walk to see breeding terns, waders and migrants. No dogs please.
Meet: Chesil Beach Centre at 10:00. £3 Adults £2 Children  

Sun 15 May Low Tide Walk
Join us on a walk around the shore of the Fleet, looking at the 
underwater life exposed at low tide. See anemones, sea squirts, crabs 
and much more with our local guide. 
Meet: Chesil Beach Centre at 11:00. £3 Adults £2 Children  

The Fleet Observer
Enjoy an hour long trip, around the lower reaches of the Fleet Lagoon 
and Portland Harbour. From Easter – daily - weather and demand 
permitting.
For more details call 01305 759692or visit www.thefleetobserver.co.uk
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CHURCH CALENDAR MAY 2011

Sunday 1 May            SECOND Sunday of Easter 
 09.30  Parish Eucharist   Winterbourne Abbas
11.00  Sung Eucharist    Martinstown
15.00   Songs of Praise   Maumbury Rings
18.00  Evening Prayer   Martinstown

Sunday 8 May          THIRD Sunday of Easter
08.00  Parish Eucharist (BCP) Martinstown
09.30  Parish Eucharist (BCP) Compton Valence
11.00  Parish Eucharist    Winterbourne Steepleton
18.00   Evening Prayer  Martinstown 

Sunday 15 May         FOURTH Sunday of Easter
 09.30  Parish Eucharist    Martinstown
11.00   Come & Praise  Winterbourne Abbas
 18.00  Evening Prayer  Martinstown 

Sunday 22 May          FIFTH Sunday of Easter
09.30  Parish Eucharist  Steepleton Manor
11.00    Parish Eucharist (all age) Martinstown
18.00    Evening Prayer  Martinstown 

Sunday 29 May        SIXTH Sunday of Easter   Rogation
11.00 . Parish Eucharist
 18.00  Evening Prayer   Martinstown

Thursday 2 June    ASCENSION DAY
19.00  Sung Eucharist   Martinstown 

and social at the Rectory (in the Garden)

Weekdays
Morning Prayer is said at Martinstown at 08.30 except Saturdays


